
The ABCs 
of Environmentally
Preferable Purchasing



Monica Cardenas

Ian Velazquez

Procurement Engineers

Ramona.Cardenas@dgs.ca.gov

Ian.Velazquez@dgs.ca.gov

INSTRUCTORS

California Department of General Services
Engineering Branch, Procurement Division



After this 
training –
You will 
be able to:

Recognize Environmentally 

Preferable Procurements

Identify DGS EPP Criteria 

Understand documentation to 

support your EPP claims



How familiar are you with the 

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing 

Program?

Not familiar EPP activeHave heard of EPP but not EPP active



DGS

EPP Program

The California’s Environmentally 

Preferable Purchasing Program was 

enacted in 2001. 

Public Contract Code 12400-12404 

requires the Department of General 

Services to provide state agencies 

with information and assistance 

regarding environmentally 

preferable purchasing.



DGS EPP Webpage



EPP Considerations



DGS EPP – 

3 Criteria to Identify 
and Select EPP

DGS EPP 
recommended 
ecolabels

Product Take-Back 
Services

*Additional criteria

PCRC



Which Ecolabels were 

you familiar with before 

the class?Ecolabels 
and your 
product line



Greenwashing

The act of providing false or misleading environmental 

claims about goods or services



Ecolabels
The DGS EPP Recommended Ecolabels list identifies 

ecolabels the state recognizes as EPP

Ecolabels are often mandatory requirements to 

meet in solicitations

Bidders must meet all the requirements listed 

in each solicitation, statement of work, 

and/or bid specification



State Agency Buy Recycled 
Campaign Program

DGS collaborates with CalRecycle on SABRC

SABRC promotes the use of recycled content products

RCP: Products made with recycled content

Recycled Content: Material diverted from the waste stream

16 Reportable Categories with PCRC requirements

SABRC compliant products are considered EPP

Example: Plastic Products, 20% minimum PCRC



SABRC Reportable Categories



SABRC Category: Paper Products



SABRC REQUIREMENTS

SABRC Reportable Category Minimum PCRC to be SABRC Compliant

Antifreeze 70%

Building finishes: open office panel systems Middle range of state contracts

Carpet Determined by DGS and posted in the SCM

Erosion control products: compost filter socks 100%

Erosion control products: compost blankets 100%

Erosion control products: hydraulic mulch 100%

Glass products: fiberglass 30%

Glass products: glass 25%



SABRC REQUIREMENTS

SABRC Reportable Category Minimum PCRC to be SABRC Compliant

Lubricating oils 70%

Metal products 10%

Paint 50%

Paper products: toilet paper 45%

Paper products: paper towels 40%

Paper products: facial tissue 10%

Paper products: toilet seat covers 20%

Paper products: general purpose paper wipes 40%

Paper products: food Serviceware 40%



SABRC REQUIREMENTS

SABRC Reportable Category Minimum PCRC to be SABRC Compliant

Paper products:  miscellaneous paper products 30%

Pavement surfacing: rubberized pavement surfaces 15%

Pavement surfacing: recycled asphalt pavement 25%

Plastic products 20%

Printing & Writing Paper 30%

Soil amendments & toppings: compost 80%

Tires (Retreaded Tires) Retreaded: Must use an existing casing that has 
undergone retreading or recapping process in 
accordance with Public Resource Code (commencing 
with section 42400)

Full Information @CalRecycle SABRC Program Webpage



Let’s Share-
What are you selling?

What products do you sell that 

are made with post-consumer 

recycled content?

What percentages of post-

consumer recycled content are 

those products made with?

How are you verifying the PCRC

Are those products SABRC 

compliant?



Post-Consumer Recycled Content 
Reporting Requirements

Public Contract Code 12205 (b): 

1. All businesses shall certify… the minimum 

percentage.. of postconsumer material in the 

products… being offered or sold to the state...

2. The certification shall be furnished under penalty 

of perjury. 

3. The certification shall be provided… even if the 

product contains no recycled material.



CalRecycle Form 74
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/buyrecycled/stateagency/form74

guide/

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/buyrecycled/stateagency/vendored/form74guide/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/buyrecycled/stateagency/form74guide/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/buyrecycled/stateagency/form74guide/


Post-Consumer Recycled Content

Certification Workbook and Letter

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/-/media/79D2E081983F4B889E8A99EC9ABF463B.ashx
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/-/media/79D2E081983F4B889E8A99EC9ABF463B.ashx


PCRC Workbook Demonstration



PCRC Workbook Demonstration



Take-Back Services

A Take-back service refers to the process through which a 

manufacturer, retailer or third-party designee takes back 

the products at the end-of-life for recycling, 

remanufacturing, repurposing or for proper disposal 

consistent with applicable laws and regulations.

Take-back services help divert waste and extend the life of 

products and/or its raw materials, reducing the state’s 

environmental impacts.

Bidders can provide take-back information and instructions 

with their bid or after contract award.



EPP Requirements in a Bid Specification



What is your greatest challenge in selling 
environmentally preferable products to the state?



Recall-DGS EPP

3 Criteria to Identify 
and Promote your 
EPP Goods & 
Services

DGS EPP 
recommended 
ecolabels

Product take-back 
services

*Additional criteria

PCRC



What We 
Covered
today –
your take-aways

Recognize DGS Environmentally 

Preferable Procurements

Identified DGS EPP Criteria

Provide documentation 

to support your EPP claims



Next Steps

Increase your offerings of 

goods and services with DGS 

recommended ecolabels

Increase your offerings of 

products made with post-

consumer recycled content 

Promote waste diversion by 

offering take-back services



Resources
DGS Environmentally Preferable Purchasing
Website Link

Cal eProcure
https://Caleprocure.ca.gov

CSCR
Event Search (ca.gov)

Buying Green Guide
Buying Green Guide Link

PCRC Workbook
PCRC Link

CalRecycle PCRC 
Web Link

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/About/Page-Content/PD-Branch-Intro-Accordion-List/Engineering/Environmentally-Preferable-Purchasing-Program
https://caleprocure.ca.gov/
https://caleprocure.ca.gov/pages/Events-BS3/event-search.aspx
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Resources/Find-EPP-Goods-and-Services
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=368dcdcf0738fccfJmltdHM9MTY3ODMyMDAwMCZpZ3VpZD0wZDZhYzhjMi1iY2RjLTZkNzQtMzlkYi1kYTVmYjhkYzYzNTQmaW5zaWQ9NTE4Mg&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=0d6ac8c2-bcdc-6d74-39db-da5fb8dc6354&psq=Post-Consumer+Recycled+Content+Certification+Workbook&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZGdzLmNhLmdvdi8tL21lZGlhLzc5RDJFMDgxOTgzRjRCODg5RThBOTlFQzlBQkY0NjNCLmFzaHg&ntb=1
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/buyrecycled/stateagency/categories/
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